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gentlemen.
January 17. The King and Duke, both commanded me to take care at this sessions that Scotch pedlars might be punished within the county of Middlesex, for which matter a very strict order was made, of which his Majesty had an account 'from me that night, as also concerning some commands lie 'had given me before relating to the charter of York.
' January 28. At this time there was so great a frost (which began about the middle of December), that the Thames was frozen over below the bridge ; there were hull-baitings and horse-races upon the Thames, coaches went and passed there as in the streets. The salt water was frozen upon all the coasts above a league into the sea, so that we could have no commerce from any part of the world, no ships or boats being able cither to go out or come in.
January 30. I was desired by the Duke of Albemarle to acquaint my Lord Privy Seal with his continued project to farm all the King's revenue (with others engaged with him in it) at 1,575,000/. per annum, and to desire his lordship's assistance in it. My Lord Privy Seal told me it would intrench too much ou my Lord Eochester to suffer that to be done, but that he wished the duke good luck in it, and would assist him what he could.
The Duke of York' did now chiefly manage affairs, but with great haughtiness, yet my Lord of Danby was likely to get out of the Tower, against the Duke's will; for my Lord Privy Seal told me it would be done, that he was that lord's friend in the thing, and that the King had made both the Duke and Lord Eochester content with it. Eor all this, it was strongly opposed underhand by